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Student Engagement Norms
Student Engagement Norms is an important new addition to EDI. The ideas con-
tained in the Norms have always been in EDI, but they have been formalized and 
clarified now.

The norms, as shown on the poster, include practices such as 
tracked and choral reading, pair-shares, and holding up white-
boards to show answers to the teacher.

You use the Norms to create engagement by asking the whole 
class to do something at the same time. But the Engagement 
Norms go beyond keeping students awake. The Norms help stu-
dents learn, too. Norms focus on reading, vocabulary use, listen-
ing, speaking, and remembering. They provide great classroom 
management tools by guiding students when to pair-share, when 
to hold up their whiteboards, and when to pay attention.

Checking for Understanding Using TAPPLE
Checking for Understanding has not changed. You stop and 
ask questions every few minutes to verify your students are 
learning what you are teaching while you are teaching. TAPPLE 
is our acronym for remembering the steps of Checking for 
Understanding. Teach first before you ask a question. Ask a 
question about what you just taught to the whole class. Pair-
Share. Have all students practice their answers with a partner. 
Pick a non-volunteer. Select random students to answer. Listen 
to the student response. Effective feedback. Provide feedback 
to student responses and correct errors. We cover Checking 
for Understanding in detail in Chapter 5. We also have greatly 
expanded our corrective feedback strategies with the goal of 
80% to 100% correct answers for every question.

Vocabulary Development
All students need to learn new vocabulary at school. EDI classi-
fies vocabulary words into three categories that allow us to prop-
erly focus our efforts while teaching.

Types of Vocabulary Words

Content Vocabulary refers to domain-specific vocabulary.  
These words are usually used in only one content area. In EDI 
lessons, they are formally defined during Concept Development 
with written definitions and labeled examples. Students need 
to understand Content Vocabulary to learn new content, par-

ticipate in school lessons, and to do well on high-stakes tests. The Common 
Core State Standards refers to Content Vocabulary as Tier Three Words.

Sample Content Vocabulary Words

character, setting, characterization, theme, figurative language, sum, quadrilateral, 
denominator, exponents, inequalities, density, habitat, Solar System, photosynthesis, 
Newton’s law, Roman Empire, democracy, balance of powers, Civil War




