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Use EDI Strategies All the Time  
Even if You Don’t Have a Lesson
At DataWORKS, our straightforward strategy for improving student learning 
and increasing student achievement is for schools to maximize the use of well-
crafted, well-taught lessons every day that explicitly teach students grade-level con-
cepts and skills. That’s what this whole book is about. However, even when you  
don’t have a full start-to-finish EDI lesson, students can still benefit from the EDI 
strategies.

You can use the Engagement Norms any time you are working with students: 
one-on-one, small group, or whole class. You can always add Checking for 
Understanding questions using TAPPLE, or use the Rule of Two to work problems.

Suppose, for example, you are providing a review before an important test. Rather 
than just having students sitting at their desks by themselves answering practice 
questions, use the Rule of Two. You work a problem first. Then have students work 
a matching problem. Intersperse CFU questions requiring students to describe how 
you and they solved the problem. Ask students to pair-share. Have students show 
answers on whiteboards. Call on random students to report out.

When reviewing Declarative Knowledge content with students, your purpose is 
to get the information into long-term memory. To do this, you need to facilitate 
maximum student interaction with the information. Present the content concisely. 
Have the students discuss the information, take notes, fill out organizers, and 
answer CFU questions.

When you go over tests or homework, don’t just give the answer. Model how you 
think through the problem, or how you know how to answer the question. Then 
ask CFU questions about your thinking processes. If necessary, ask the students to 
solve a similar problem.

You Have the Tools to Change Education
With EDI you have all the tools to prepare and deliver effective lessons. Your stu-
dents will learn more and learn faster and perform at higher levels. You can use EDI 
to teach any content, anywhere, to all students.

At DataWORKS, we believe that every time lessons improve . . . even a 
little bit . . . students learn more. And that’s how test scores go up. If 
you think about it, for test scores to increase, students must know more, must learn 
more, must be taught more.

During our thousands and thousands of classroom observations, we have found 
inconsistent use of effective teaching practices. We have also found that many 




