
160  Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI)

“So let’s read the reason number 2. Ready?”

The class reads, “Assessing the evidence that supports an author’s argument will help 
you do well on tests.”

She asks, “Students, do you have your highlighters?”

“Yes,” respond the students as they grab their highlighters.

“Let’s read the sample test question together.”

“The author supports the argument that Houdini was a hard worker by describing . . .”

“Let’s highlight the first phrase . . . the author supports the argument . . .” 
The students’ heads turn down to their worksheets as they highlight the phrase.

“The question is asking for supporting evidence. Let’s read the second test question.”

The students read, “Which claim from the article is least supported by factual evidence?”

Mrs. Morrison adds, “Let’s just highlight the whole question: Which claim from the article 
is least supported by factual evidence? We did that today when we saw weak evidence in 
the article about children using the Internet.”

The students highlight the words.

She continues, “So, if you see questions like these, you’ll say, oh yeah, I already know how 
to do this.”

Mrs. Morrison pauses a moment and says, “Does anyone else have a reason why it’s 
important? Talk with your partners first to see if you can think of another reason. Another 
reason it is important to assess the evidence that supports an author’s claim is . . .”

The noise goes up as the students pair-share. As the talking drops, Mrs. Morrison calls 
out, “One, two . . .”

The students respond, “Eyes on you.”

Mrs. Morrison calls on a volunteer, “Megan.”

Relevance for assess the evidence that supports an author’s argument. (7th)




