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Slow Release
As students become more proficient, start a slow release toward independence. 
Reduce checking each step and the number of process questions. Students can work 
several steps at once or even work entire problems. You can have students pair-
share a step but not call on any students to report out. As students become more 
proficient, you will see 100% correct answers. In these cases, you can quickly move 
on to another problem rather than have students explaining their answers.

Toward the end of a lesson, you can have students show just the answers on their 
whiteboards. You don’t need to solve any more yourself. Students can even work two 
or three problems and then show their answers. If you see a couple of mistakes, you 
can provide individual feedback while the other students work additional problems.

Let’s look at an example.

Draw inferences from text. (5th)

Although many lessons require students to draw inferences, this lesson uses “reverse 
logic.” The inference has already been given, and students must find textual evi-
dence to support it. This matches textual evidence types of questions now being 
asked in many high-stakes tests. An inference, generalization, theme, or character 
trait is given, and then students must identify evidence that supports it.

An interesting aspect of a textual evidence question is that students don’t know 
how many answers there will be. Every sentence is a potential provider of information. 
Since every sentence must be carefully analyzed in this lesson, I’ll incorporate the 
“vote with your whiteboards” strategy to analyze sentence by sentence.

I looked over the lesson ahead of time. It’s a good opportunity to use the Internal 
Rule of Two. I will analyze the first sentences, and then have my students analyze 
the remaining sentences, one at a time. I will have students track and read through-
out the lesson, even when I am modeling.

I have the lesson projected on a smart board. I have just completed Concept 
Development. Watch carefully. Can you identify when I use the Engagement 
Norms, Check for Understanding with TAPPLE, and use the Internal Rule of Two?

Skill Development and Guided Practice for draw inferences from text. (5th)




