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It’s just too long. Students are more engaged when you use the Rule of Two because 
they are doing something more often.

Another reason the Rule of Two is so useful is that it allows you to focus on 
one variation at a time. If you work three or four variations in a row, it’s hard for 
students to keep the differences clear in their minds.

3. Include All Variations
Most lessons include different variations of the same type of problem. In these 
cases, use the Rule of Two to teach each variation. For example, in a lesson on figu-
rative language, you identify and analyze a simile. Then have your students analyze 
a different simile. You analyze another simile. Now the students analyze another 
simile. After doing the pairs of similes, you move on to identify and analyze a meta-
phor. Now have the students identify and analyze a metaphor.

Math lessons can contain many variations: Add positive numbers. Add negative 
numbers. Solve word problems with positive numbers. Solve word problems with 
negative numbers. These should be done as pairs of problems with you working the 
new example first each time.

You need to look for different variations while designing a lesson. Look closely 
at the Independent Practice the students will be doing at the end of the lesson to 
be sure you teach all the variations during the lesson. Only the variations taught 
should be assigned during Independent Practice or homework.

Rule of Two Example

The rounding numbers lesson below is taken from the EDI lesson bank at educeri 
.com. It shows the Rule of Two for the first variation, rounding to the nearest 10. 
You can see the steps, problem 1 for the teacher, problem 2 for the students, and 
Checking for Understanding questions. Problem 1 shows the answers that appear 
after the teacher advances the slide. This lesson uses a number line to visually show 
rounding to the nearest number.

Round numbers. (3rd)

Skill Development/Guided Practice for round numbers. (3rd)




