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1. Read the question.

2. Read the passage.

3. Write the answer in the blank.

Strategic steps are those that require thinking and analysis. Strategic steps often 
include a strategy that can be directly stated or added as a hint. The strategies and 
hints are actually applications of the concept definitions taught during Concept 
Development, what we called concept “hooks.” When you solve a problem, you use 
the strategies to show students how to work the problem. The two examples below 
include a direction step followed by a strategic step.

1. Read the sentence.

2. Identify the noun in the sentence. Hint: Look for people, places, or things.

1. Read the paragraph.

2. Identify phrases that reveal character traits. Hint: Look for words showing what 
the character says or does.

Focus on Thinking

Steps that require thinking can sometimes be mistakenly written as directions.

1. Circle the character’s name.

2. Underline what the character says.

With these types of steps, the classroom dialog becomes, “What did you under-
line?” “I underlined . . .” This is easy to avoid. Use verbs that represent a cognitive 
activity, the thinking required. Then the discussions will change from mechanics 
such as circle, underline, or highlight to the thinking: identify, determine, analyze, and 
so forth. You can include the directions at the end of the sentence.

1. Identify the character in the passage. (circle)

2. Determine what the character said. (underline)
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