
150    Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI)

The preceding slide is Concept Development. Definitions for the Roman Republic 
and the Government of the Roman Republic are at the top of the slide. The graphic 
organizer in the center summarizes the components of the Roman government: 
the consuls, the senate, the assembly, and dictators. There is text for the students to 
read, but not from passages.

For Skill Development and Guided Practice, students read passages to learn more 
details about the concepts already taught in Concept Development. The passages 
are usually selected readings from course textbooks. Below is the first slide of Skill 
Development/Guided Practice. An overview of the Roman consuls was taught 
during Concept Development, shown above. Now for Skill Development/Guided 
Practice, the lesson provides text with additional details about the consuls. If you 
look at the graphic organizer, you can see the information from the text is being 
categorized into two areas: the Responsibilities of the consuls and the Checks and 
Balances restricting their power.

For Skill Development, you, the teacher, analyze some sentences to extract 
information to place in the graphic organizer. Then the students analyze some 
sentences. CFU questions address the literacy aspects (what information goes 
where in the organizer) and the history content (summarize the responsibility of 
the consuls).

Skill Development/Guided Practice for Roman Republic lesson. (6th)

Literacy Approach Example: Science

Now let’s look at science. The science curriculum teaches Declarative Knowledge 
and Procedural Knowledge. Declarative Knowledge science lessons teach facts such 
as the types of rocks or the steps of mitosis. Procedural Knowledge science lessons 
teach processes such as how to do something (how to classify rocks) or how to cal-
culate something, for example, density (d = m ÷ v).

Science lessons for Declarative Knowledge can be taught using the literacy 
approach. Concepts are first presented during Concept Development. Then infor-
mational text is read and analyzed during Skill Development and Guided Practice. 
Here’s an example.




