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Then the students read and analyze the next part of the text for additional informa-
tion to place in the organizer.

Literacy-Based CFU

Checking for Understanding questions in literacy-based lessons address two areas: 
the content itself plus the literacy aspect of how and why the information was 
extracted from the text and placed in the organizer.

In literacy-based lessons, students are not reading and answering questions by 
themselves. You guide students as a class, reading specific sections of text and ana-
lyzing the information. Literacy-based CFU questions require students to pair-share 
with their partners, describing the specific information identified, where it goes in 
the organizer, and why it goes there. Content-area CFU questions ask students to 
pair-share and describe the content in the organizer.

Literacy-based EDI lessons generally use graphic organizers rather than just hav-
ing students answer questions. The use of graphic organizers adds more thinking, 
such as classifying, comparing and contrasting, and distinguishing between ideas.

The Literacy Approach Is Important

Low reading comprehension is a concern in many schools. When you use the liter-
acy approach, you are greatly expanding student reading, especially informational 
text. Over time, 50% of elementary school, 55% of middle school, and 70% of high 
school reading should be informational text. This cannot be accomplished in lan-
guage arts lessons only. Using text-based lessons in other content areas allows us to 
add additional informational text reading.

Typically, implementing the literacy approach involves moving away from 
lecture-based lessons where students listen and take notes to lessons that incorpo-
rate analysis of text.

Literacy Approach Example: History

Let’s look at an example of a declarative knowledge history lesson.

Learning Objective: Describe the government of the Roman Republic. (6th)

Concept Development for Roman Republic lesson. (6th)




