
6  Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI)

We have been to Australia several times to train teachers and teach demonstration 
lessons for all grade levels. This included extensive seat time in small airplanes flying 
in and out of dirt landing strips, and even 4-wheeling to reach some schools. In the 
most remote areas, we slept in tiny rooms on school grounds and did not wander 
around at night since there were crocodiles in the surrounding woods.

This project helped us expand well beyond writing individual lessons. Now we 
had created a complete 180-day paced curriculum, one that covered every standard, 
properly sequenced, and included periodic review, quizzes, and tests.

China Wants to Learn English
In 2016, we were invited to China where we trained 1,500 Chinese teachers who 
teach English. We also observed and provided feedback on elementary, middle 
school, and high school classroom lessons.

Educators in China are interested in Explicit Direct Instruction for teaching 
English. Right now, there are more Chinese students learning English in China 
than there are people speaking English in the United States, and Chinese educators 
are looking for more successful methods for teaching English.

We had an awakening from our work in China. In the United States, we focus 
on English Learners. English Learners in the United States are students learning 
English as a second language in an English-speaking country. These students have 
native speakers around them at school and in media.

Learning English in China is different. Three hundred million Chinese students 
are learning English in a country that does not speak English. They are not sur-
rounded by native speakers. Chinese students are learning English as a foreign 
language for 45 minutes a day from a non-native speaker.

Our new insights about the differences in learning English as a second language 
and learning English as a foreign language have helped us improve instruction for 
both types of students.

Going Online: Lessons
With all the international interest, we now wanted to provide lessons that teachers 
anywhere in the world could use, and the Internet allowed us to do that. In 2016, 
we launched our online lesson service, educeri.com. This site has click-and-teach 
EDI lessons that are taught from any device connected to the Internet. Educeri 
grows every day and is already being used by thousands of teachers in 45 states and 
18 foreign countries.
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