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Chapter 16 THE LAW AND MENTAL HEALTH
1. This Web Exercise focuses upon the legal perspective and the insanity defense.

Visit the following webpage from Cornell University Law School.  Briefly summarize the information and highlight examples of what you found particularly interesting.
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/Insanity_defense
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2. This Web Exercise focuses upon the legal and community perspective of mental health professionals’ duty to warn.

View the following resource from Imminent Danger – JSONLINE.COM
Milwaukee-Wisconsin Journal Sentinel

http://archive.jsonline.com/news/134341463.html
2013 Polk Award Winner: Chronic Crisis | A system that doesn't heal
Grappling with mental health's most vexing question: Who is dangerous?

Consider what you learned from the Ray text and the stories from the Imminent Danger documentary, what are your views in balancing the rights and safety of people with mental illness and community needs and responsibilities? You may want to discuss issues related to confidentiality, involuntary hospitalization, duty to warn, or community training in providing services.  
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Imminent Danger

Home » News
2013 Polk Award Winner: Chronic Crisis | A system that doesn't heal
Grappling with mental health's most vexing question: Who is dangerous?

A call for action: Let's confront mental health crisis and save lives

We do an awful job of identifying people who are dangerous and getting help for them. The massacre of 27 people at an
elementary school in Newtown, Conn., exposes that in the most heartbreaking way.

Part 1: A legal ruling gone awry Part 2: A search for solutions
Forty years ago, a new legal standard for commitment rose from a Milwaukee As society struggles with how to determine who is dangerous, programs from

Iawsuitto become the law of the land. It has proved to be tragically inadequate. ‘special courts to cisis intervention training aim to make a ifference.
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Insanity defense

overview
See Insanity and diminished capacity

A person accused of a crime can acknowledge that they committed the crime, but argue that they are not responsible for it because of their
mental illness, by pleading "not guilty by reason of insanity.” The insanity defense is traditionally dlassified as an excuse defense, in contrast

with justification defenses like self-defense. This classification indicates that, while the action committed by a defendant was impermissible, the
actor i excused because of a prevailing condition, here insas

An important distinction: "Not guilty by reason of insanity” and "diminished capacity”
Although a defense known as "diminished capacity” bears some resemblance to the "reason of insanity” defense (in that both examine the
mental competence of the defendant), there are important differences. The most fundamental of these is that, while "reason of insanity” is a
full defense to  crime -- that is, pleading "reason of insanity” is the equivalent of pleading "not guilty” -- "diminished capacity” is merely
pleading to a lesser crime.

One of the most famous recent uses of the insanity defense came in United States v. Hinckley, concerning the assassination attempt against
then-President Ronald Reagan.

5 Wex Toolbox

=11 i)

[ Follow

B e

Ad closed by Google

AdChoices [>





