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Figure 8.4 exposes the wide divergence on tolerance of gay rights across 
the 18 countries from the regional mean of 32.5. The standard deviation for the 
distribution was 34.5 (see explanatory box in Chapter 7), one of the largest 
observed and indicative of wide disagreement on this issue. Argentines and 
Uruguayans were the region’s most gay tolerant people—well in the tolerant 
end of the scale and statistically tied with U.S. citizens with mean values near 
60. (Canadians express the most gay tolerance.) Brazilians and Chileans fol-
lowed, at about the scale midpoint. In the 14 remaining countries, intolerance 
toward gays prevailed, ranging downward from the low 40s in Mexico to 18 in 
El Salvador. For the most part, the ordering on Figure 8.4 parallels the four 
legal climates described above. Nicaraguans, Guatemalans, and especially El 
Salvadorans, however, demonstrate lesser support than their national legal 
regime would suggest were attitudes and laws to correspond, while Panamanians, 
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Figure 8.4  Tolerance of Gay Marriage and Gay Office Holders by Country

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.
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