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voting age citizens who actually cast ballots in the 2008 presidential election). 
We note two patterns of interest: Bolivia and Ecuador, Andean countries with 
large indigenous populations and populist presidents, have high turnout rates 
while four countries in Central America fall among the eight with the lowest 
voter turnout rates. Despite its long history of electoral democracy, Costa 
Rican presidential election voter turnout has declined in recent elections.23

For all of Latin America, turnout is slightly greater for voters who express 
higher approval of the president, government efficacy in general, government 
economic performance, and national economic performance. Here, we turn to 
the puzzle of Costa Rica. Since Costa Ricans report strong evaluations of their 
political institutions (second highest in the region) and fall in the middle on 
evaluations of presidential and overall government performance, factors other 
than legitimacy affect voter turnout there. As possible explanations for its low 
level of turnout, we highlight the considerable change in its political party 
system in recent decades and rampant political scandals that have resulted in 
two presidents being convicted of embezzlement.24
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Figure 6.3 � Percentage Reporting Having Voted in Last  
Presidential Election

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.

http://www.LapopSurveys.org

