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have been carried out by elements of the armed forces, some have involved 
presidents violating their constitutions or engaging in “self-coups.” In 1992, 
Peru’s President Alberto Fujimori, faced with an opposition-dominated Congress 
that would not enact economic reforms he believed were required to address a 
fiscal crisis, closed the Congress, reorganized the courts, and had the military 
detain opposition leaders. These moves won approval of the public: Fujimori 
won reelection in 1995 and in 2000. In May 1993, Guatemalan president Jorge 
Serrano unsuccessfully imitated Fujimori when he suspended the Constitution, 
closed Congress and the Supreme Court, and decreed himself dictatorial powers. 
With pressure from international actors and resistance from key political elites, 
the Supreme Court removed Serrano from office and he fled the country.

We want to know how receptive Latin Americans are to the idea of a hypo-
thetical military coup (the second group of questions in Table 3.1) or a suspen-
sion of constitutional rule by an executive (the third set of items).

Table 3.1 � AmericasBarometer Questions on Authoritarianism, 
Populism, and Confrontational Political Tactics

Authoritarianism

•• There are people who say that we need a strong leader who does not have to 
be elected by the vote of the people. Others say that although things may not 
work, electoral democracy or the popular vote is always best. What do you 
think? (1) We need a strong leader who does not have to be elected, or (2) 
Electoral democracy is the best.

•• Which of the following statements do you agree with the most? (1) For people 
like me it doesn’t matter whether a regime is democratic or nondemocratic, or 
(2) Democracy is preferable to any other form of government, or (3) Under 
some circumstances an authoritarian government may be preferable to a 
democratic one.

•• Do you think that our country needs a government with an iron fist, or that 
problems can be resolved with everyone’s participation? (1) Iron fist, or  
(2) Participation of all.

Military coup justification

Some people say that under some circumstances it would be justified for the military 
of this country to take power by a coup d’etat. In your opinion, would a military coup 
be justified under the following circumstances? (1) Would be justified, or (2) would not 
be justified.

•• When there is high unemployment?
•• When there is a lot of crime?
•• When there is a lot of corruption? 
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