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restrained by laws. Criminal procedure rules and citizens’ rights provisions 
intend to offer protection from abuse by authorities.

The AmericasBarometer surveys asked, “In order to catch criminals, do you 
believe that the authorities should always abide by the law or that occasionally 
they can cross the line? Yes or no?” (Since the response choices are dichotomous 
[yes or no] rather than graded in a multipoint scale, we converted the national 
average scores to percentages of agreement/disagreement on a 100-point 
scale.) Figure 4.9 presents the national averages of agreement with the notion 
that authorities should obey the law when pursuing criminals.

Support for government compliance with the law when pursuing crimi-
nals is 58.5% across the region, highest in Venezuela and Brazil, where over 
70% agree with the proposition, and lowest in Ecuador (45%) and El Salvador 
(47%). El Salvador has experienced a terrible crime wave related to drug traf-
ficking in the 2000s, as have Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, and Venezuela. 
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Figure 4.9 � Support for Authorities Following the Law  
When Pursuing Criminals

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.
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