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How different are Latin Americans across religious identity lines in their 
political culture and attitudes? Table 8.1 delineates several cultural norms by 
religion across all 18 study countries. Again we employ both statistical signifi-
cance and substantive significance to identify differences among respondents 
on our 0 to 100 scales, with gray-filled cells flagging the latter.

Table 8.1 uncovers few substantively meaningful differences in the politi-
cal culture norms and attitudes of Latin Americans according to their religious 
identity. Interest in politics is highest among “nonbelievers” (no religious 

Table 8.1 � Political Culture Norms and Attitudes by Religious 
Identification (Means)

Variables Catholic Protestant Evangelical Other

None/
Atheist/
Agnostic Region Sig.a

Interest in politics 37.6 39.0 35.3 44.3 42.0 37.8 ***

Democratic 
attitudes syndrome

64.4 64.9 62.4 71.7 70.4 64.7 ***

Authoritarian 
attitudes syndrome

23.4 21.7 23.9 19.0 20.5 23.0 ***

Support for the 
rule of law

58.7 58.8 59.7 57.8 56.7 58.7 NS

Support for 
citizens taking the 
law into their own 
hands

30.8 30.9 31.0 32.0 33.4 31.1 **

Support for armed 
rebellion against 
an elected 
government

15.0 15.1 15.9 21.0 16.1 15.4 ***

Populist attitudes 
index

36.3 36.6 37.8 34.1 33.3 36.2 ***

Sense of external 
efficacy (official 
responsiveness)

40.5 40.6 41.8 43.8 43.2 41.0 ***

Sense of internal 
efficacy (personal 
knowledge of 
issues)

48.9 51.8 49.1 55.0 51.4 49.4 ***
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