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The last institution we explore, the armed forces, has involved itself in 
national politics in Latin American countries, at least intermittently and often 
frequently. With democratization, however, militaries have withdrawn from 
governance to an unprecedented degree.25 Figure 5.8 (with Costa Rica and 
Panama excluded because they lack militaries) exhibits that militaries enjoy 
relatively high public confidence, comparable to the media and Catholic 
Church. With a regional mean of 62.3, citizens’ trust in their armed forces 
exceeds by at least 8 scale points their confidence in the other governmental 
institutions. Citizens in the United States have higher confidence in the  
military than all the other nations, including Canada.

Of the Latin American nations, confidence in the military ranges from 
Mexico’s and Chile’s 72 down to a low of 38 in Argentina. We detect no obvious 
patterns in the relative evaluations by country. Mexico’s highly trusted military 
gradually withdrew from politics in the mid-twentieth century but became 
embroiled in a brutal domestic conflict with drug cartels during the adminis-
tration of President Felipe Calderón (2006–2012). Chile’s military overthrew a 
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Figure 5.8  Confidence in the Armed Forces

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.


