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Rica and Uruguay did not change scores, Panama barely moved, and Chile 
changed only a half point downward.

Returning to the model in Figure 9.4, we find weak relationships between 
stage one social capital variables and changes in democracy levels.35 Higher 
political participation, democratic norms in 2006, and civil society activity each 
correlated with slightly lower democracy scores in 2011. Communal improve-
ment activism associated with slightly elevated scores. So, at the theoretical 
level, the model functions as predicted, with political capital mediating between 
social capital and political system characteristics through democratic norms 
and participation. At another level, the negative relationships in Figure 9.4 run 
somewhat contrary to our expectation that citizens more vigorously exercising 
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Figure 9.5  Changes in Democracy Level, 2006–2011

Source: Authors’ calculations based on the following, all accessed on June 21, 2013: Polity IV, http://www 
.systemicpeace.org/polity/polity4.htm; Freedom House, http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/freedom-
world-2012; and Political Terror Scale, http://www.politicalterrorscale.org/ptsdata.php?start=168.
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