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Figure 6.1  Types of Civic and Political Engagement

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 95% CI.

in registering to vote and voting. If we drop those from the calculation, the 
average falls to just over 19%, or one in five of the remaining 15 activities.6

The average number of types of participation reported is 4.5 per citizen. 
Only 2% failed to engage in any of these activities. At the other extreme, four 
citizens among the 27,000 interviewed declared they had engaged in all 17. 
These social and political eager beavers were found one each in Nicaragua, 
Colombia, Paraguay, and the Dominican Republic. Generally, respondents 
were much less frenetic; most commonly they took part in three activities 
(19%) or four (17%).

Latin Americans were not as politically quiescent as they might have been 
if a culture of authoritarianism had developed in the era of dictatorships and 
persisted. Rather, Latin Americans vote, protest, contact officials, work on 
campaigns, try to persuade each other how to vote, attend the meetings of 
organizations, and join in community improvement activities. In this, they 
essentially parallel the citizens of other democracies around the world.7

To investigate further how Latin Americans participate in political life, we 
group the various behaviors into engagement in civil society—participation in 
organizations and community improvement activities—and straightforward 
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