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Figure 7.3  Attitudes and Political Participation by Age

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size by country.

Heavy-handed police attacks on social “undesirables” occurred in some of 
these countries. Citizens hired private security companies to protect their 
property; these companies in turn contributed to violence. Mexican authori-
ties responded to the drug cartels with virtual open warfare. Incidents of vigi-
lantism multiplied in rural Guatemala in the 1990s and more recently in 
Mexico as citizens attacked perceived wrongdoers where the authorities could 
not control local crime and violence.20

Did such conditions affect the attitudes of whole populations within the 
affected countries? In two instances, yes: Compared to the other countries, the 
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