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protests in favor of higher education budgets, compensation for people displaced 
by public works projects, higher wages, indigenous rights, victims of political vio-
lence, about the outcomes of elections, and other causes large and small. Visitors 
to the hemisphere’s capital cities often encounter encampments of protesters on the 
main plaza near the presidential palace or Congress. To the extent that protesters 
can grab attention and pressure or shame policy makers they may have some 
effect. Democratic governments tend to respond mildly to peaceful protests. In the 
case study that follows, young working-class Brazilians followed the strategy of 
disrupting the calm of upper-class shopping malls to press their demands.

Case Study: Brazil—São Paulo Youth  
Protest for Access to Upscale Malls

Is hanging out at the mall political action? Not usually, but it became so in 
Brazil in 2013, when urban youth began having rolezinhos (“little strolls”) in 
some of fanciest shopping malls of São Paulo, the capital and largest city with 
11 million inhabitants.
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Figure 6.6  Protest Participation

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.

http://www.LapopSurveys.org

