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seekers, and disagreement that men make better political leaders). Among the 
norms that declined with more schooling are authoritarianism; populism; and 
expressing discriminatory attitudes toward potential gay, black, indigenous, 
foreign, or poor neighbors. In general, then, education elevated Latin 
Americans’ commitment to democracy and political and social tolerance.4 Its 
greatest effect is on interest in politics.5

In an interesting deviation from our expectations, we discovered that 
better-educated citizens expressed lower support for the rule of law than less-
educated ones. This proves to be true region wide and in most countries. Latin 
Americans with six years or fewer of education reported the highest levels of 

20

low medium

Intensity of religiosity

P
er

ce
n

t

high

30

40

50

60

70

Democratic norms

Tolerance of gay marriage and office seekers
Support for authorities following the law

Figure 8.2 � Support for Democracy, the Rule of Law, and Tolerance for 
Gays, by Religiosity

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.
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