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expressed the greatest satisfaction. Mexicans, Peruvians, Argentines, and 
Venezuelans tied at roughly 45 for the lowest satisfaction with how democracy 
functions in their countries.

Although Latin Americans’ satisfaction with their democracies barely 
breached the positive end of the scale, it exceeded that of Canadians’ slightly 
and topped U.S. citizens’ satisfaction with their democracy by at least 12 points. 
Overall, 11 of 18 Latin American countries eclipsed the United States in citi-
zens’ satisfaction with their democracies.

Many Latin Americans perceive their countries as offering less democ-
racy than might be feasible (that is, that their country be “very democratic”). 
The simple correlation between perceived supply of democracy and satisfac-
tion with it is .47, suggesting that the former considerably accounts for the 
latter. We want to explore further reasons for Latin Americans’ less than stellar 
evaluations of their democracies. We proffer a number of possible explanatory 
factors, beginning with how citizens of the region evaluate major institutions 
of government.
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Figure 5.2  Perceived Supply of Democracy in One’s Country

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.


