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Contrary to these gloomy expectations (and except for Cuba), Latin 
America has experienced a democratic revolution.7 What had happened, and 
why? Possibly, Latin Americans had held democratic values all along. Perhaps 
they became more democratically inclined in the later decades of the twentieth 
century. Or maybe their regimes became democratic for other reasons than 
popular preferences. If this last conjecture were true, would democratic sys-
tems not undergirded by citizen commitment to democracy be unstable? 
Whatever influenced the development of democracies in the region, would 
poor performance in economic hard times erode support for them? Or would 
popular commitment to democracy become strong enough to help consolidate 
the democratic governance in many countries?
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Map 1.1 � Latin Americaa

aLatin American countries in the study are shaded gray.


