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The index of support for a military coup ranges from 0 (does not support 
a coup under any circumstance) to 100 (would support a coup under all three 
hypothetical conditions), with results displayed in Figure 3.3. The regional 
index average is 33.4, indicating that one in three Latin Americans would 
entertain supporting a coup under certain difficult national conditions.15 
Closer analysis of the data shows that high unemployment is the condition that 
garners the least support as a coup trigger, at a regional mean of 17.7%. More 
than twice as many see coups as justified when high crime or high corruption 
exist (regional means of 41.2% and 40.2%, respectively). Interestingly, these 
patterns, greater support for coups when crime or corruption is high, much 
lower support when unemployment is high, are essentially invariant across all 
18 countries. This suggests that Latin Americans hold the government less 
responsible for unemployment than for crime and corruption. We will exam-
ine in detail expectations about the role of the government in Chapter 4.
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Figure 3.3 � Levels of Support for a Hypothetical Military Coup  
by Country

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.
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