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Figure 2.2  Expressed Preference for Democracy by Country

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.

national levels of preference for democracy as the best form of government. If 
one values support for democracy, this graph brings good news. The regional 
mean on the 0 to 100 scale is 70.9. Latin Americans, as well as U.S. and 
Canadian citizens, weigh in heavily in favor of democracy as the best type of 
government, with country scores ranging from 60 (Peru) to 86 (Uruguay).11

We see that Latin Americans average only 6 points behind the United 
States and three behind Canada in preference for democratic government. The 
citizens of three Latin American countries—Uruguay, Costa Rica, and 
Argentina—express more approval of electoral democracy than either U.S. 
citizens or Canadians. Uruguayans show statistically significantly higher sup-
port for democracy as the best form of government than do U.S. citizens. (See 

http://www.LapopSurveys.org

