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Figure 3.4 � Levels of Support for an Executive Coup by Country

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.

to Japan early in his third term amid growing corruption and a human rights 
scandal. Despite these incidents, Fujimori’s record of success against Sendero 
Luminoso and in economic stabilization may have influenced Peruvians’ toler-
ance for executive coups. The attitude is not apparently linked to party orienta-
tion—irrespective of who they voted for in the 2006 presidential election, 
Peruvians in 2010 were about equally favorable to executive coups.

In Paraguay, in contrast, support for a possible executive coup varied 
according to candidate preference in the 2008 election: Those who voted for 
the winning candidate, Fernando Lugo, or for the second place candidate, Lino 
Oviedo, a former general, were more supportive than those who voted for 
Blanca Ovelar (the candidate of the Colorado Party that had held the presi-
dency for six decades) or for Pedro Fadul (a businessman). We conjecture that 
non-Colorado Party voters may have expected institutions dominated by the 
Colorado Party to undermine the new regime and thus supported a hypo-
thetical self-coup by President Lugo.
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