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Guatemala’s General Efraín Rios Montt seized power and headed a murderous 
military junta during 1982–1983, then led a rightist party in Congress where his 
legislative immunity allowed him to evade prosecution for human rights viola-
tions. (After leaving Congress, he was charged with genocide and crimes against 
humanity for which he stood trial in 2013, was convicted, but had the conviction 
overturned by the constitutional court.) Hugo Chávez of Venezuela, leader of a 
failed 1992 coup attempt, used his Bolivarian party to mobilize a presidential 
election victory in 1998. His concentration of power in the presidency polarized 
the country and, as shown in Table 5.1, badly eroded its democracy before his 
death in 2013. The Sandinista National Liberation Front of Nicaragua led the 
1979–1990 revolution until voted out of power. Its leader Daniel Ortega was 
eventually reelected president in 2006 and again in 2011. Nicaraguans have 
since grown increasingly split along Sandinista/anti-Sandinista lines on demo-
cratic values, civil society engagement, and general perceptions of political real-
ity. Access to the polls also became differentiated by party sympathy in the 2011 
election—non-Sandinistas reported higher exclusion rates from voter rolls, 
more required election documentation, and greater denial of the right to vote.24
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Figure 5.7  Confidence in Political Parties

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.


