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Honduras have the next smallest gaps; of these, Hondurans manifest the lowest 
mean levels of democratic norms. To the extent that these patterns persist, 
democracy stability in these countries, we believe, stands at more risk to anti-
democratic elite behavior than elsewhere in Latin America, especially when 
compared to countries like Argentina, Uruguay, and Costa Rica. Indeed, cir-
cumstantial evidence comes from Honduras’ scant 15 scale point difference the 
year before the coup in 2009. As discussed above in the case study, the coup 
apparently caused Hondurans to reevaluate the benefits of authoritarian rule 
and coups, if not their levels of democratic norms.

We also evaluate the relative importance of the democratic and authori-
tarianism syndromes at the individual level in Table 3.2. We know empirically 
that democratic and authoritarian orientations as we have measured them are 
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Figure 3.7 � Average Democratic Norms and Authoritarian Norms  
by Country

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 95% CI.
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