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American high courts have checkered records of excessive deference to both 
executive and legislative branches. Moreover, the region’s judiciaries in general 
have reputations marred by suspicion of corruption.19 Answers to other 
AmericasBarometer questions, respondents’ confidence that “the courts 
insure justice” and in the “justice system” (a referent that includes all courts 
and other judicial dependencies), are nearly identical to that for their supreme 
courts. These questions about views of the courts and justice system are also 
highly correlated with confidence in the high court. The survey also asked, “If 
you were robbed or assaulted, how much faith would you have that the judicial 
system would punish the guilty?” The regional mean was 42 out of 100, reveal-
ing an expectation tilting toward impunity rather than toward just punish-
ment for serious crime. Supreme courts receive better evaluations than this, 
but are generally not well regarded.

Citizen confidence in national election agencies appears in Figure 5.6. In a 
democracy, a well-regarded election agency would be highly desirable. The 
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Figure 5.4  Confidence in the President

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.


