
	 Chapter 7    Innate Characteristics and Political Culture: Gender, Age, Race, and Ethnicity	 159  

skin color did have an independent effect were holding discriminatory atti-
tudes toward potential neighbors and support for armed rebellion. Of the four 
cleavages we have considered, skin color affects political culture the least.

Up to this point, we have focused mainly on the region as a whole, with 
passing references to specific nations. Yet countries set the rules of the national 
political game creating particular national political contexts. Moreover, coun-
tries vary in the population characteristics. We illustrate how these big picture 
elements influence cultural norms with a comparative case study of cultural 
differentiaton by race-ethnicity in Guatemala and Bolivia, the countries with 
the proportionately largest indigenous populations.

Case Study: Cultural Integration of  
Indigenous Guatemalans and Bolivians

We have seen that the indigenous have the most distinctive political culture of 
the groups we have considered. We now focus on Guatemala and Bolivia 
because their significant indigenous populations, first and second in (self-
identified) percentage terms, offer us an opportunity for closer examination of 
similarities and differences between indigenous and other citizens. Table 7.5 
presents a view of cultural norms and attitudes for both countries.

Box 7.2 � A Further Note on Statistical and Substantive 
Significance

When we deal with the population of only one or two countries, each with 
1,500 cases, as we do in this subsection, rather than the entire 18-country 
sample, substantive and statistical significance effectively converge. The 
confidence interval for these smaller samples is 95%. To achieve that 
requires a larger difference between means, so we interpret statistical sig-
nificance as also indicating substantive significance.

Guatemala
Guatemala is a poor country, 155th in the world in gross domestic product per 
capita in 2012, with 54% of its population earning below the poverty level.34 
The indigenous, mostly Mayan, constitute more than a third of Guatemala’s 
14.3 million population and speak more than 20 languages. Any visitor to 
Guatemala recognizes the influence of Mayan culture. In a hemisphere where 
European languages predominate and contemporary clothing styles worn by 
most of the population resemble those of Europe and North America, many 
indigenous Guatemalans stand starkly apart. They may not speak Spanish but 
a Mayan language or dialect. If they retain traditional dress styles, the panoply 


