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regional mean evaluation of 52.8 falls slightly below confidence in presidents, 6 
points lower than confidence in the church, and 11 points lower than for the 
media. Confidence levels range widely, from the high 30s in Paraguay and 
Argentina to 72 in Uruguay. We infer that these evaluations reflect the perceived 
performance of election agencies by country. For example, Nicaraguans’ mean 
confidence in the Supreme Electoral Council (CSE) in 2010 was 40. This evalu-
ation came in the wake of serious irregularities in the 2008 municipal election, 
which lowered confidence in Nicaragua’s CSE several points below prior years’ 
evaluations.20 In all, citizens in half of our countries somewhat mistrust their 
national election agencies. Several countries have considerable work to do to 
build confidence in their electoral institutions. We anticipate that this mistrust 
in the essential machinery of democracy may undermine satisfaction with it.

Political parties, vehicles for the peaceful, regulated competition for access 
to power that distinguishes democracies from dictatorships, win little respect 
for this quintessentially democratic function as we see in Figure 5.7. Political 
parties evoke little confidence, with a regional mean of only 35.7. That places 
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Figure 5.5  Confidence in the Supreme Court

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.


