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confidence that the political system protects individual rights, confidence in 
the national judicial system, confidence in the election system, and confi-
dence in the national government all contributed to greater interpersonal 
trust. The low-trust countries, Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador, all experienced 
proximate or ongoing institutional turmoil before the 2010 surveys. Bolivia 
and Ecuador had populist presidents who pressed constitutional reforms 
that affected citizens’ rights and the structure and jurisdiction of courts. 
These changes and their implications likely disrupted public confidence in 
rights and the judiciary. Peru’s presidency under Alberto Fujimori ended in 
2000 with his flight to Japan and resignation. After returning to Peru in dis-
grace, he was subsequently prosecuted for human rights violations commit-
ted by his national intelligence service. We are not surprised to find low trust 
among Peruvians given the institutional corruption revealed in the years 
prior to the survey.
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Figure 4.4  Interpersonal Trust

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.
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