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(Canadians hold a position much closer to Latin Americans on this item than 
their U.S. neighbors to the south.) The standard deviation (see the note in the 
box below for an explanation) of the welfare role question is only 19.1 out of 
100, which indicates only modest dispersal of opinion on this attitude.

Box 4.1 � Statistical Note on Measuring Dispersion—Standard 
Deviation

Standard deviation is a measure that tells how closely clustered a set of 
individual values are around the sample mean. The more spread out they 
are, the higher is the standard deviation. In this case, the larger the value 
of standard deviation, the greater is the disagreement among a country’s 
citizens in answering the particular item.

We performed multiple regression analysis on the entire sample to seek 
out individual-level and contextual-level factors that might influence support 
for a strong government public welfare role.25 Those who are older, satisfied 
with the president’s performance, and satisfied with the government’s eco-
nomic performance are modestly friendlier to a strong welfare role for govern-
ment. Those who view the national economy and their own family’s economic 
situation negatively also tilt in favor of a more robust government welfare role. 
At the contextual level, the citizens of older democracies and of countries with 
a higher human development index, higher health spending, and greater lan-
guage and religious fractionalization offer more support for promoting the 
public welfare.

Attitudes toward state ownership of major industries vary substantially 
more (standard deviation = 35.8) than those toward the government’s welfare 
role. The Latin American mean support for government ownership, 56.5, 
stands almost 25 points below the welfare role mean (Figure 4.8). Latin 
Americans favor public ownership of major industries much more than U.S. 
citizens and Canadians. We suspect that this region-wide attitude owes in part 
to the legacy of public ownership of major industries established during the era 
of state economic intervention.

One fascinating finding of Figure 4.8 is that support for state ownership of 
major industries is at its lowest in Venezuela (46), Nicaragua, and Ecuador 
(each at 47 out of 100). Thus, citizens of two nations with openly leftist govern-
ments (Venezuela and Nicaragua) and another with a strong populist-oriented 
leader (Ecuador), hold mildly antistatist views on government ownership, well 
below the regional mean. In Venezuela’s case, press reports in 2014 indicate 
dissatisfaction with nationalized firms among the middle and upper classes. 
Moreover, Venezuela suffered from limited availability of basic products and 
rising price inflation.26


