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Figure 3.6 � Support for Confrontational Political Methods by Country

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.

Sources of Authoritarian  
and Antidemocratic Norms

Rather than itemize and discuss the sources of each of our five authoritarian and 
confrontational norms separately, we seek the common influences upon all of 
them. To compare influences in detail, see the online Supplements E and F at 
http://study.sagepub.com/booth1e, which present the correlates of each of the five 
dimensions side by side. We draw the following discussion from those supplements.

Four individual traits shape these values across the board. Those with 
less schooling and those who describe themselves as “worried about a terror-
ist attack on the nation” consistently incline toward higher levels of authori-
tarian and antidemocratic views. Being asked to pay a bribe by a public 
official also has particular relevance. Peruvians and Paraguayans, for  
example, who rank near the top for reporting having to pay a bribe, are like-
wise high on a number of these antidemocratic norms. In contrast, 
Uruguayans experience less corruption and report much lower authoritarian 
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