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former by almost 10 points, the latter by about six. One might argue that aging 
progressively reveals the value of having law-abiding police, not taking the law 
into one’s own hands or rebelling, or that the oldest cohort in many of our 
countries experienced policing under dictatorships, or both.

These results suggest that young citizens could potentially be recruited to 
engage into confrontational politics. We take the opportunity to assess actual 
political behavior to illuminate whether this potential has been actualized. 
Figure 7.3 graphs the mean position on support for the rule of law, rebellion, 
and vigilantism against indexes of levels of civil society and political participa-
tion, using 10-year age cohorts. It shows that civil society activism and political 
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Figure 7.2  Support for Abortion to Save the Life of the Woman

Source: AmericasBarometer 2012 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size by country.

Error Bars: 95% CI.
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