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In the surveys, respondents were asked “At this time, do you sympathize 
with [support] a political party?”18 A regional average of 34% reported such a 
party identification.19 Figure 4.5 shows that fewer Latin Americans (except 
Uruguayans) identify with parties than do U.S. citizens (62%), while Canadians’ 
party identification level falls below the Latin American average. The stability 
of the U.S. two-party system, with the same two parties for 150 years, and the 
fluctuations in many of Latin America’s party systems likely account for the 
discrepant fractions of party identifiers. Latin American nations diverge con-
siderably on this measure: Seventy-six percent of Uruguayans identified with 
parties while only 12% of Chileans did so.

Seeking to explain the large variation in party identification, we conducted 
two multiple regression analyses, one using system-level characteristics, the 
other individual-level variables.20 Greater democratic longevity contributed 
most to higher party identification in the system-level model. At the individual 
level, interest in politics generated the largest effect, with being older having 
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Figure 4.5  Identification With a Political Party

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.

http://www.LapopSurveys.org

