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Overall, then, we do not see a strong, coherent set of attitudes held in com-
mon by a substantial portion of the Latin American population. Rather, in this 
region-wide picture, we observe Latin Americans who hold authoritarian atti-
tudes, Latin Americans with populist values, and Latin Americans who sup-
port political confrontation, but these attitudes are distributed rather than 
concentrated among the same people.

Authoritarianism Receives Little Support in Latin America
Our authoritarianism index is composed of the three items in Table 3.1. We 
have recoded the values into a scale ranging from 0 (no authoritarian responses 
out of the possible three) to 100 (all three authoritarian responses). As mea-
sured here, authoritarianism among Latin Americans registers in the low end 
of possible scores. The regional mean is 21.0 out of 100. National means range 
from 12 to 28. These findings, displayed in Figure 3.2, conflict with an expecta-
tion that Latin Americans would manifest high levels of authoritarianism.
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Figure 3.2  Levels of Authoritarianism by Country

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.
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