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Several important political attitudes differ little across economic status, 
including support for the rule of law, armed rebellion, a strong welfare role for 
the government, and diffuse support for the political system. The absence of 
variation in these norms indicates a uniformity of political culture and atti-
tudes across economic strata. Although we could not investigate directly Oscar 
Lewis’ theory that poverty breeds a distinctive and self-perpetuating culture, 
our findings contradict the implications of his argument.

Up to this point, we have found religion’s influence on political attitudes to 
be modest, education’s very strong, and family living standard’s impact some-
where between these two. A Latin American’s economic status affects some 
political views, with the greatest impact on internal efficacy, tolerance of gays, 
support of socialism, and interest in politics. We have noted that all three 
acquired cleavages have a large impact on support for rights for homosexuals. 
In the case study which follows, we examine the impact of all cleavages, innate 
and acquired, and national contexts on tolerance of gay rights.
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Figure 8.3 � Democratic Norms by Economic Status, Selected Countries

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.
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