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officials. These rights describe essential elements of any democracy. Figure 
2.3, like Figure 2.2, provides a national breakdown on a 0 to 100 index rep-
resenting support for participation rights. Once again, we find Latin 
Americans robustly take a prodemocratic position. The mean score for sup-
port for participation rights is roughly the same as for preference for 
democracy, at 70.

Support for these rights is highest in Uruguay, 83, followed by Costa Rica 
at 80 (a statistical tie). These two nations are among those in Latin America 
that have enjoyed the longest experience with electoral democracy, so we are 
not particularly surprised to see such scores there. Both register significantly 
higher than the average for U.S. citizens at 75.
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Figure 2.3  Support for Basic Participation Rights by Country

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.
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