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Paraguayans, Argentines, Chileans, Hondurans, Bolivians, and Peruvians 
favor public ownership with scores of 60 or higher. This high-support group 
includes relatively prosperous countries as well as two of Latin America’s poor-
est, Paraguay and Honduras, so development levels alone are not a sufficient 
explanation. Some of these countries have experienced major episodes of 
direct state involvement in owning industries. Argentina significantly invested 
state funds in enterprises during the 1940s through the 1960s. Chile national-
ized foreign-owned copper mines from the 1950s through the early 1970s. 
Honduran military regimes in the 1960s and 1970s also heavily invested in 
business enterprises. In contrast to these countries, where a statist economic 
tradition may have shaped public attitudes to favor government ownership, 
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Latin American mean = 81.3,
std. deviation = 19.1
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Figure 4.8 � Views of the Public Ownership and Social Welfare Roles  
of the State

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.
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