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socialist features. Taking a different tack, the Political Terror Scale evaluates 
levels of violence and insecurity affecting the civilian population. By averaging 
the three scores, we attempt to reduce possible biases built into each and take 
advantage of modest differences of focus among them. At the same time, we 
acknowledge that, like many constructed measures of system political charac-
teristics, these democracy scores lack empirical rigor. Outside observers gen-
erate scores based on their reactions to publicly known behavior of national 
institutions and governing elites according to media reports. These reserva-
tions stated, the fact that the measures correlate strongly with each other sug-
gest they capture similar phenomena.

Figure 9.5 presents the net changes in democracy levels from 2006 to 2011 
as assessed by the combined judgment of expert observers of these political 
systems. The democracy evaluators marked six countries down from 2006 to 
2011 and improved the scores of eight. Among the four countries we dropped 
from the analysis for performing too well and thus skewing the analysis, Costa 
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Figure 9.4 � Social and Political Capital Model (2006) Effects on Change in 
Democracy Level, 2006–2011

Source: Authors’ analysis of AmericasBarometer data; www.LapopSurveys.org.
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