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authoritarian ones. Where the light bars are longest, citizens express the greatest 
support for confrontational political methods, up to and including rebellion 
against an elected government. Half the countries are above the mean for confron-
tational norms but only four of these are also below the mean on the democratic-
authoritarian norms differential: Peru, Guatemala, Honduras, and Bolivia. These 
countries seem to have the greatest potential for instability as of 2010.

To summarize, we have found that the long-term dynamic factor, age of 
democracy, influences democratic and authoritarian norms among Latin 
Americans. These norms remained essentially stable in the face of a short-term 
dynamic factor, the economic downturn of 2008–2009. Comparing levels of demo-
cratic over authoritarian norms and scrutinizing popular support for confronta-
tional political methods has allowed us to identify potentially more stable (more 
consolidated) and more turbulent (less consolidated) Latin American democracies.
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Figure 9.1  Democratic and Authoritarian Norms in the Americas

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size by country.

Error bars: 99% CI.


