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parties nearly 10 scale points below the next least trusted institution, the legis-
latures. Hondurans and Uruguayans, those most trusting in parties, register 
mean confidence only at the scale midpoint, while the scores for Argentines 
and Ecuadorians (and for the United States) fall into the high 20s.

We already advanced the idea that political parties’ disputatious role in 
elections and policy associates them with public conflict. Chapter 4 revealed 
that some countries have strong ideological divisions; parties of the left and 
right exploit and exacerbate such polarization. Some countries have long histo-
ries of such disunity. In Nicaragua, Honduras, Colombia, Uruguay, and 
Paraguay, for example, Liberal and Conservative parties dating from the 
Independence era fought violent civil wars with each other and passed partisan 
rancor down through generations.21 Other parties have served as personal 
vehicles for leaders. Juan Domingo Perón of Argentina created the labor-based 
Justicialist party and became president three times between 1946 and 1974. 
Peronism contributed heavily to decades of turmoil, through its own actions22 
and by inspiring misbehavior among others including the armed forces.23 
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Figure 5.6  Confidence in the National Election Agency

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.


