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In the next section, we continue to scrutinize time-dynamic factors. This 
time we reverse the causal arrow and investigate possible effects of values on 
political systems.

Social and Political Capital and Democratization

As discussed in Chapter 1, the culturist view that citizens’ values determine 
system rules has had many advocates.15 These students of political culture 
largely ignored the role of elites in determining the rules of the political game. 
Subsequent research has altered the understanding of the relative weights of 
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Figure 9.2 � Democratic-Authoritarian Norms Differential and Support for 
Confrontational Political Methods

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size by country.


