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The survey’s answers were on a 7-point scale, which we have converted 
into our usual 0 to 100 scale. Figure 4.2 and 4.3 present the national means of 
internal and external efficacy, respectively. We reiterate that internal efficacy is 
a self-estimate of understanding of political problems and distinct from actual 
political knowledge. The simple correlation between internal efficacy and 
actual political knowledge, only .16 (a 2.4% overlap) for the whole Latin 
American sample, proves this. What we think we know and what we actually 
know are not the same.10

Latin Americans’ sense of internal efficacy averages 49.4 out of 100 
(Figure 4.2), with Paraguayans low (36) and Venezuelans and Panamanians 
high (about 57). Latin Americans have a somewhat lower sense that they 
understand major political issues than U.S. citizens and Canadians. We again 
find that occupying an advantaged position, that is, having more education, 
being older and more prosperous, and being a male, correlates with a greater 
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Figure 4.2  Internal Efficacy

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.
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