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Box 2.2 � A Note on Interpreting Statistical Findings—Multiple 
Regression Results

Multiple regression analysis takes a single dependent variable (the char-
acteristic of interest, such as support for democracy) and determines how a 
set of possible explanatory independent variables shapes it. The technique 
“models” the dependent variable on other variables by identifying these 
explanatory variables’ separate, independent contributions to the dependent 
variable. Many key multiple regression results are not shown in this printed 
volume to conserve space, but are available in the online supplement to this 
volume at http://study.sagepub.com/booth1e. These supplementary results 
contain further explanatory notes to facilitate their interpretation.

We include several categories of micro level variables, beginning with four 
that address a person’s position within the society: sex, age, education, and 
wealth.14 Because many studies have found that how interested a person is in 
politics (political interest), a person’s general level of trust in others (interper-
sonal trust), and a person’s evaluation of the political system affect other 
political attitudes and behaviors, we include a number of such attitudes that 
bear on a person’s orientation toward the political system. Finally, we have four 
measures to tap citizen evaluations: satisfaction with the way democracy works 
in one’s country, and assessments of the basic competence of the government, 
of presidential performance, and of the government’s economic performance. 
The last item may have particular resonance because Latin America, like most 
of the world, experienced a serious economic crisis in 2008–2009. (See 
Appendix 2.1 for the phrasing of the questions employed on each of these 
points.)

We utilize a number of macro or social system level variables that address 
the economy, the political system, public policies, and social structure. We 
capture overall economic prosperity with the Human Development Index 
(HDI) a year prior to the survey15 and by the percentage unemployed. 
Prosperity under democracy might encourage greater support of democratic 
norms. We have two measures of characteristics of the political system: level of 
democracy, or how thoroughly aspects of democracy are embedded in the 
system, employing a widely used Freedom House measure;16 and the age of 
democracy, or the number of years from the establishment of electoral democ-
racy until 2010 (see Appendix 1.1). The institutionalist interpretation of 
political culture suggests that the nature of the system and its duration affect 
the values that citizens hold. We consider measures of public policy concerning 
education and health, namely education and health expenditures as percent-
ages of gross domestic product (GDP). Both express  a society’s effort in devel-
oping its human capital.17 Higher expenditures by governments for these 

http://www.cqpress.com/latinamerica-PLACEHOLDER.com

