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Figure 3.5 � Populist Attitudes by Country

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.

that constitutional rules should not stand in the way of the people’s will). Populism 
is higher among party identifiers in these countries than among those who do not 
identify with a party, while the reverse is true in many other countries. The 
region’s less developed countries (those with higher unemployment rates such as 
El Salvador, smaller urban populations such as Paraguay and Honduras, and 
lower health expenditures) and where democracy is younger, as in Honduras, 
Mexico, and Ecuador, evidence stronger populist attitudes. Populist appeals, we 
believe, resonate where human need is greatest.

Argentina has the lowest populism scores. A populist movement led by 
Juan Perón dominated Argentine politics in the 1940s and 1950s. Decades of 
anti-Peronist repression by military governments followed, perhaps discourag-
ing contemporary Argentines from populism. Costa Ricans and Venezuelans 
also express less populism. Costa Rica experienced significant left-populist 
movements in the People’s Party of the 1930s and the social Christian-leftist 
coalition government of Rafael Calderón Guardia in the 1940s. The fact that 

http://www.LapopSurveys.org

