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left of the scale midpoint. In eight nations, the average is to the right of cen-
ter. Uruguay and Honduras have the most divergent positions. On balance, 
more national average positions are on the right side of the scale. Governments 
and these positions are not always in synchrony: Venezuela, Nicaragua, 
Bolivia, and El Salvador had leftist governments (or at least their presidents 
were from leftist parties), but Venezuelans reported a mean ideology slightly 
on the right side of the scale, Nicaraguans were not significantly different 
from the mean, and Salvadorans were slightly to the left. Uruguay, which we 
discussed in Chapter 2’s case study, again distinguishes itself: Not only does 
it have the highest level of party identification but it also stands as the most 
liberal country.
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Figure 4.6  Mean Left-Right Ideological Position of Citizens

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Notes: Brackets around the circles marking the mean positions represent 99% confidence intervals.

Cases weighted for equal size per country.
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