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In summary, based on consolidation of political culture and attitudes con-
ducive to democratic culture as of 2010, we place Latin American countries 
into five groups:

•• Most consolidated: Uruguay and Costa Rica
•• Next most consolidated: Panama, the Dominican Republic, Bolivia
•• Intermediate consolidation: Colombia, Brazil, Venezuela, Chile, El 

Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Argentina
•• Next least consolidated; Paraguay, Ecuador, and Mexico
•• Least consolidated: Peru and Guatemala

We stress that this clustering is not cast in stone. Long- and short-term 
factors can influence the norms and attitudes we use to assess democratic con-
solidation. For example, we anticipate that Hondurans will offer less system 
support as the 2009 coup recedes into the past. Indeed, the 2012 survey showed 
this change already had begun. Likewise, the dramatic protests unfolding in 
Venezuela in 2014 could push citizens toward lower system satisfaction and 
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Figure 10.1 � Potential for Democratic Stability Based on Citizens’ Culture 
and Attitudes

Source: AmericasBarometer surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.


