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understand the public’s views and behaviors, or they might resist or ignore 
mass preferences at least for a time. So, a more realistic test of our model 
requires us to measure system characteristics several years after measuring 
social and political capital.

As noted above, the AmericasBarometer surveys have been conducted 
biennially in most Latin American countries since 2006, when 17 of the 18 
nations in our study were surveyed (Argentina is missing). The 2006 surveys21 
thus provide our starting point. Our stage one variables are, first, social capital, 
that is, formal organizational activity22 and informal community improvement 
activism,23 and, second, political capital: political participation (voting, party 
and campaign activism, contacting public officials, and protesting) combined 
into a single index,24 interpersonal trust,25 democratic orientations among 
citizens,26 and support for institutions, a composite measure of citizens’ gen-
eral feelings concerning the political system within which they live.27

For stage two, we look for evidence of a change in system-level democracy. 
The most recent political and economic data available were for 2011. For a 
measure of systemic democracy, we combined the Freedom House, Polity IV, 
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Figure 9.3  Conceptual Model of Political Capital


