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countries surveyed including Canada. Here we encounter an important differ-
ence from the previously examined democratic norms—U.S. citizens’ tolerance 
exceeds the Latin American average by a much wider margin than for prefer-
ence for democracy and support for basic participation rights (compare 
Figures 2.2, 2.3, and 2.4). This suggests that political tolerance may be the 
slowest democratic norm to develop. It is strong in the United States and 
Canada where the forms and practice of constitutional democracy and open 
political competition have been in place for 100 to 200 years longer than in 
most of Latin America.

The country with the lowest tolerance score is El Salvador, with 
Hondurans, Peruvians, Bolivians, Paraguayans, Mexicans, and Dominicans 
statistically tied just slightly above. The Honduran coup of 2009 may have 
created an environment hostile to regime critics’ rights (see the case study 
of the Honduran coup in Chapter 3). Salvadorans and Bolivians have 
ranked among the least democratically inclined and the most authoritarian 
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Figure 2.4 � Tolerance for Regime Critics’ Participation  
Rights by Country

Source: AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.

Note: Cases weighted for equal size per country.

Error bars: 99% CI.
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