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key attitudes varied little in Latin America between 2006 and 2012. Recession 
did not significantly lower democratic satisfaction or system support. Support 
for a hypothetical military coup actually declined between 2006 and 2012.41 
And what happened with the demand for democracy? Rejection of authoritari-
anism (a component of our measure of demand for democracy) declined very 
slightly, about 4 scale points out of 100 from 2008 to 2012. A belief that democ-
racy is the best form of government wavered even less.42 It finished up in 2012 
slightly above where it had been in 2006 after a 3-point rise in 2008.

Thus, we find no loss of satisfaction with democracy or support for the 
political system. Coup justification appears a bit more elastic, but support for such 
an undemocratic intervention decreased rather than increased (Figure 5.9). And 
finally, the demand for democracy appears relatively unbending. We recognize 
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Figure 5.9 � Satisfaction With Democracy, System Support, Coup Support, 
and Preference for Democracy Over Time

Source:  AmericasBarometer 2006, 2008, 2010, and 2012 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.
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