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100, with 100 representing the highest possible degree of democratic support, 
shown in Figure 2.2.

Latin Americans’ Support for Democratic Norms

As we stated above, we are interested in how deeply implanted democratic 
norms are in Latin America. Thus, we analyze the level of support for each 
democratic norm in all 18 countries. This paints pictures of where each norm 
is stronger and weaker. The AmericasBarometer data also allow us to make 
comparisons to the United States and Canada, the two oldest democracies in 
the Western Hemisphere, where one might reasonably assume these norms 
would be strong.

Preference for Democracy:  
Higher in Uruguay Than in the United States
Winston Churchill famously said that democracy is the worst form of govern-
ment except for all those others that have been tried. By this, he both celebrated 
democracy and acknowledged its frustrations. In countries with more recent 
histories of other forms of government, citizens may not have come to believe 
democracy is an improvement. And in countries with longer democratic expe-
rience, its creakiness may have disheartened citizens. Figure 2.2 presents 
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Figure 2.1  A Map of Democratic Norms, Latin America 2010

Source: Authors’ analysis of AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys, www.LapopSurveys.org.
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