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All five dimensions associate positively with each other. Authoritarians 
tend to be somewhat populist and to support military coups. Populists tend to 
support confrontational political tactics. Figure 3.1 illustrates of strength of the 
associations among these five attitudinal dimensions. Adjacent to the lines 
linking each cluster of attitudes are correlation coefficients that can range from 
zero (indicating no relationship) to 1.0 (indicating a perfect association 
between two attitudinal dimensions). The coefficients indicate weak relation-
ships among the dimensions. The strongest association (.26) exists between 
support for confrontational tactics and populism. That means that, by knowing 
the level of populism, one can predict about 7% of support for confrontational 
tactics. Support for executive coups and support for confrontational tactics, the 
weakest association at .08, means that each of these overlaps with or corre-
sponds to the other less than 1% of the time.
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Figure 3.1 � A Map of Authoritarian, Populist, and Confrontational Norms, 
Latin America

Source: Authors’ analysis of Table 3.1 items from the 2010 AmericasBarometer surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.
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