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not antitheses, as indicated by their weak -.20 correlation. The four-cell table 
divides Latin Americans according to whether they are above or below the 
scale means of each syndrome. This allows us to examine what proportions of 
Latin Americans are unambiguously authoritarian or unambiguously demo-
cratic as well as those whose positions are murkier.

The upper right-hand cell of Table 3.2, defined by high democratic orien-
tation and low authoritarian orientation, contains “unambiguous democrats.” 
The bottom left-hand cell corresponds to individuals of high authoritarian and 
low democratic values orientation, the “unambiguous authoritarians.” The 
lower right-hand cell holds individuals with strong orientations on both 
dimensions, who we label the “authoritarian democrats.” Finally, the upper left-
hand cell is populated by those with weak orientations on both values, the 
“ambiguous indifferents.”

What does this exercise teach us? First, the ratio of unambiguous demo-
crats to unambiguous authoritarians across Latin America is over 18 to 1, 
demonstrating overwhelming democratic inclination. One fifth of Latin 
Americans, the ambiguous indifferents, seem “checked out” of politics. The 
proportions, of course, vary quite a bit by country (see Appendix 3.1 for full 
details). For example, Peru, Guatemala, and Paraguay have many more unam-
biguous authoritarians than the regional average. In contrast, Uruguay has the 
highest proportion of unambiguous democrats, followed by Argentina, 
Venezuela, and Nicaragua. We believe the latter two countries have relatively 
many unambiguous democrats because each has experienced broad revolu-
tionary social movements that described themselves as democratic and 
because opponents of these movements in both countries also argue that their 
movements stand for democracy. In other words, socialization of Nicaraguans 
and Venezuelans into democratic norms comes likely from both sides of their 
pro- and anti-regime projects. Honduras, El Salvador, and Bolivia have more 
ambiguous-indifferent citizens than the average (see Appendix 3.1). 
Unambiguous authoritarians are disproportionately present in Peru, Guatemala, 

Table 3.2  Distribution of Authority Orientations 

Democratic Norms Syndrome

Authoritarian

Norms

Syndrome

Low High

Low Ambiguous indifferents

20.1%

Unambiguous democrats

68.4%

High Unambiguous authoritarians

3.7%

Authoritarian democrats

7.8%

Source: Authors’ analysis of AmericasBarometer 2010 surveys; www.LapopSurveys.org.


