
Research TopicReview of Research
Literature

Determine Feasibility of
Study

Statement of Research
Questions Formulating Hypotheses

Sources Timing can vary across
research paradigm Ethical Issues Movement from

research topic
to problem
to purpose
to question

to hypothesis
is general

to more specific

It is an education issue
or a problem in a broad

topic area

Financial Issues Time Issues Researcher’s intent or
objective for the research

study

Sources of Information

Everyday life Practical issues What is right or wrong
cannot be researched

empirically

Literature done in first
stage in quantitative

research

Books
Some qualitative

researchers advocate
doing literature review at
write-up stage at end of

study

Journals

It asks a specific 
question

(See
Table 4.5)

It asks a
questions

relationship
that exists

between two or
more variables

Formal statement of
researcher’s

prediction of the
relationship that

variables.

Ask very general,
open-ended questions

that permit a lot of
latitude in participants’

Examine
Table 4.6 for
Checklist for
Evaluating

Study

Examine Table
4.7 for

Checklist for
Evaluating

Study

Examine
Table 4.8 for
Checklist for
Evaluating

Study

In quantitative
research, it is to

describe, predict, or

In qualitative
research, it is to

explore or describe

Past research Theory
Databases

ERIC PsychLit

SocioFile Dissertation
Abstracts

4 Planning the Research Study

Identify Research Idea Research Problem Consumer Use of
Literature

What cannot be
empirically researched? For Quantitative

Research Questions
For Qualitative For Quantitative For Qualitative integrate and describe

number of studies

Internet

Be sure to evaluate the 
quality of each Internet

source

Statement of Purpose of
Study


