
checklist

●● Make sure you clearly define the target population from which you wish to draw a sample.
●● To draw a random sample, you will generally need a list of all members of that population – a 

sampling frame.
●● If everyone in the population is given an equal probability of being selected into the sample, 

then it is a simple random sample.
●● Large and geographically dispersed populations are expensive and difficult to contact using 

a simple random sample. In these cases, drawing the sample in a series of stages makes data 
collection more cost-effective. 

●● Random samples often use stratification which involves drawing separate random samples 
within population subgroups, such as the different regions of the UK (England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland). Stratification can produce more precise population estimates. 

●● Where cost and timeliness are particularly important, non-probability methods such as quota 
and snowball sampling are often used. 

●● Non-probability sampling methods are cheaper and quicker but are prone to higher risks of 
inaccuracy. 

project

A central concern for democratic societies is the issue of ‘free speech’. The goal of this project is 
to produce a survey to find out how students feel about inviting certain outside speakers to give 
talks on campus. In particular, there is concern that talks given by ‘extreme’ neo-right political 
party spokespeople will upset a lot of students and that students would rather not have their 
university provide a platform for such individuals. 

Your task is to assist with the sampling procedure for this project. The target population is all 
students on your university campus, and a sampling frame is available to you covering: (a) every 
student’s unique university number; (b) their email address; (c) the name of their academic depart-
ment; (d) the name of their programme of study, e.g. BSc in Sociology or BA in Politics. 

The research objective is to generate a random sample of all students at the university. Produce 
a short report of no more than 1000 words outlining your proposed sample design. In particular, 
think about the issues covered in section 12.4 and apply them to this project. 


